
 
MINUTES OF THE 

OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Government Services Center, Commissioners’ Room 

500 Fir Avenue W., Fergus Falls, MN 
Tuesday, October 10, 2006 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Call to Order 

The Otter Tail County Human Services Board convened Tuesday, October 10, 2006, at  
9:31 a.m., at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Roger Froemming, Chair; Dennis Mosher, Vice-Chair; Syd Nelson, Bob Block, and  
Malcolm Lee present. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services Board agenda of October 10, 2006, as mailed. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services Board minutes of September 26, 2006, as mailed. 
 

Court Services Department 
Court Services Director, Chuck Kitzman, reported on Otter Tail County Court Services 
Probation Fees.  He provided collection rates from 2003 to present.  The current Probation 
Fees collection rate is 86.16%. 
 
Mr. Kitzman presented the “Keys to Innervision” Program contract.  He noted that the funding 
for this program is from the Probation Fees collected.  Motion by Lee, second by Nelson, and 
unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s signature to execute an agreement between 
the County of Otter Tail and Lakeland Mental Health Center for a multi-system adolescent 
chemical dependency program for the period of July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007. 
 

Public Health Department 
Public Health Director, Diane Thorson, and Commissioners Nelson and Froemming reported 
on the annual Board of Health conference. 
 
Ms. Thorson provided a DVD presentation on the Nurse-Family Partnership Program.  The 
NFP is a national nonprofit organization committed to producing enduring improvements in 
the health and well-being of low-income, first-time parents and their children.  Ms. Thorson 
stated that this is one of the most successful models in the country in terms of economic 
returns on the investment.  She reported outcome data from use of the program 20 to 30 
years ago as excellent in showing positive outcomes with families.  Ms. Thorson 
recommended that the Otter Tail County Public Health Department transition to this model for 
working with families and reported that four Public Health Nurses would need to be trained.  
The training is offered in Denver, Co, and would be given in three different sequences.  
Commissioner Mosher directed Ms. Thorson to request that the trainers come here because 
there are other surrounding counties also in need of the Nurse-Family Partnership training 
and it would be more cost effective than sending all of the individuals being trained to 
Colorado.  Motion by Block, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to support the 
Nurse-Family Partnership program development for implementation in 2007. 
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Human Services Department 
Human Services Director, John Dinsmore, presented the Human Services quarterly fiscal 
report dated October 10, 2006.  The report showed a deficit of approximately 1.2 million; 
however, approximately 1.1 million in County levy dollars is expected and not received at the 
time of the report. 
 
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the following 2006 
Provider Contract Amendments to increase reimbursement rates 2.2553% for providers of 
services effective October 1, 2006, as required by legislative law: 
 

Assisted Living & Elderly Services 
State of MN – MN Extended Treatment Options Mill Street Residence 
Stanley & Karen Synstelien–East Vernon Home Care 2000 Home Health Services 
Tender Hearts Home Care CK Home Health Care 
Lakes Homes & Program Development, Inc. Spectrum Support Services 
Pelican Valley Health Center-Riverfront Manor Pioneer Home 
Pioneer Senior Cottages Pioneer Day Care 
Rich’s EOT Homes Inc-Larry Kempenich Midwest Community Residential Resources 
Our Home Your Home Nelson House 
West Central Community Services New Dimensions Home Health Care, Inc. 
Lake Region Health Care Corp.  

Adult Foster Care 
Norm & Joy Westby Coleen Houge 
Mary Soland Sandy Laub 
Linda Jesinoski Gerald & Joy Synstelien 
Linda Larson  

 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute a Host County Purchase of Service Agreement between the County of 
Otter Tail and Catholic Charities – Intensive Treatment Unit for the period of January 1, 2007 
to December 31, 2007.  The contract provides a 4% increase in the per diem to $332.25 for 
residential treatment. 
 

Bills & Claims 
Motion by Block, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the Human Services 
bills & claims as presented. 
 

Recess & Reconvene 
Closed to the Public 

At 10:32 a.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners recessed for a short break.  The meeting was reconvened at 10:37 a.m., at 
which time, Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners closed to the public for the purpose of evaluating the performance of Public 
Health Director, Diane Thorson, pursuant to M.S. Chapter 13D.05 Subd. 3.  All 
commissioners were present for the evaluation.  A summary of performance conclusions will 
be provided at the next regular County Board meeting. 
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Adjournment 
At 11:00 a.m., upon completion of the performance evaluation, Chairman Froemming 
declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Human Services Board adjourned until  
9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 24, 2006. 
 
Dated: ____________________    OTTER TAIL COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
 
 By: _________________________________________ 
  Roger Froemming, Human Services Board Chair 
Attest: ____________________ 
 Larry Krohn, Clerk 
 

Call to Order 
The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened Tuesday, October 10, 2006, at  
11:04 a.m. at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Roger Froemming, Chair; Dennis Mosher, Vice-Chair; Bob Block, Syd Nelson, and  
Malcolm Lee present. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
agenda of October 10, 2006, as mailed. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Nelson, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
minutes of October 3, 2006, as presented. 

 
Approval to Pay Bills 

Motion by Mosher, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve payment of 
the County Board bills per Attachment A of the official minutes. 
 

Application for Exempt Permit 
Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the LG220 
Application for Exempt Permit as submitted by the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Minnesota for 
an event scheduled for July 21, 2007, at Playtime Sports Bar located at 43974 390th St., in 
Rush Lake Township. 
 

Payment Approval 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve payment to Wenck 
Associates, Inc. in the amount of $16,502.55, for Project Number 1589-01, Blue Heron Bay 
Development EIS. 
 

Credit Card Application 
Motion by Lee, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve an Otter Tail County 
credit card for Ryan R. Brasel, Sheriff Deputy, at a limit of $1,000.00. 
 

Friends of Phelps Mill Committee 
Historical Society Executive Director, Chris Schuelke, and Friends of Phelps Mill Committee 
Member, Rich Osman, submitted a handout and reported on activities of the Committee.  
They noted that the Mill at Phelps Mill Park is one of the most recognized images in the State 
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of Minnesota.  They discussed the turbine that has been installed, visitor interpretation plans, 
development of a handbook for volunteers to train people to provide tours of the Mill, security 
at the Mill and work that needs to be completed.  Mr. Osman also discussed hopes of taking 
apart machines and partition them off so visitors can see how the machines work and 
incorporate the actual operation as part of the interpretive experience. 
 

Bid Opening – S.P. 56-682-07 
After previously advertising for bids, Highway Engineer, Rick West, opened the following bids 
at 1:00 p.m. on September 6, 2006, for Reconstruction of CSAH No. 82 and replacement of 
Bridge No. 56J19: 
 Central Specialties, Inc. $3,036,416.19 
 Alexandria, MN 
 
 Riley Bros. Const. Inc. $3,056,694.13 
 Morris, MN 
 
 Mark Sand & Gravel Co. $3,180,003.56 
 Fergus Falls, MN 
 
 Bauerly Bros., Inc. $3,401,267.46 
 Sauk Rapids, MN 
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and carried with Nelson abstaining, to award  
S.P. 56-682-07, Reconstruction of CSAH No. 82, to the low bidder, Central Specialties, Inc. 
of Alexandria, MN in the amount of $3,036,416.19. 
 

Agreement for S.A.P. 56-651-17 & S.A.P. 56-698-01 
Motion by Nelson, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute an Agreement between the County of Otter Tail and the City of Perham 
for repair and replacement of CSAH No. 51 & 98, contingent upon the approval of said 
agreement by the City of Perham. 
 

Engineering Technician 
Motion by Lee, second by Block, and unanimously carried to authorize the Highway Engineer 
to proceed with the hiring process for an Engineering Technician due to a vacancy. 
 

Final Environmental Impact Statement 
The Final EIS completed by Consultant, Wenck & Associates, for Blue Heron Bay on Dead 
Lake was handed out to the commissioners.  Discussion took place regarding the increased 
cost of the Final EIS over the estimated amount. 
 

Adjournment 
At 12:10 p.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners adjourned until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 17, 2006. 
Dated:______________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________  
  Roger Froemming , Board of Commissioners Chair 
Attest:______________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk  

CB/kd
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