
 
MINUTES OF THE 

OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Government Services Center, Commissioners’ Room 

500 Fir Avenue W., Fergus Falls, MN 
Tuesday, March 21, 2006 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Call to Order 

The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened Tuesday, March 21, 2006, at  
9:33 a.m., at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Roger Froemming, Chair; Dennis Mosher, Vice-Chair; Bob Block, Syd Nelson, and  
Malcolm Lee present. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
agenda of March 21, 2006, as mailed. 
 

Approval to Pay Bills 
Motion by Lee, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the 
County Board bills per Attachment A of these minutes. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the County Board 
minutes of March 14, 2006, with correction of a typographical error on Page 6, under the 
heading “Sidewalk/Bike Path – City of Underwood” where there was reference to Highway 10 
which should read Highway 210. 
 

Proposal for Recycled Concrete for Septic Systems 
Paul Klettenberg of Alexandria Concrete, brought samples of recycled concrete and referred 
to Minnesota Statute Chapter 7080.  He requested approval to use recycled concrete as an 
alternative to rock for drain fields.  He stated that finding a use for the recycled concrete 
would be good and it has been approved for use in both Douglas and Kandiyohi counties.  
Discussion followed.  Land & Resource Director, Bill Kalar, expressed some concern with the 
fine dust that comes from recycled concrete, that in time, could cause a problem with 
plugging the screens in septic systems.  Commissioners expressed a desire to use recycled 
products; however, requested that additional research be completed regarding the 
performance of recycled concrete for drain fields including more information where it has 
actually been used. 
 

Boards of Review Calendar 
Assessor, Bob Moe, presented the Boards of Review calendar for April and May of 2006.  
Discussion followed regarding notifications of the meetings that have been mailed and 
valuation issues. 
 

WOT SWCD 2006 Annual Plan 
Auditor, Wayne Stein, provided Board members with copies of the West Otter Tail Soil & 
Water Conservation District 2006 Annual Plan. 
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Land Surveyor’s Certificate of Correction to Plat 
Motion by Froemming, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve the Land 
Surveyor’s Certificate of Correction to the Plat of Albrecht’s Addition to Nirvana as prepared 
by Curtis J. Stoeckel, Registered Land Surveyor No. 13077.  A copy of the Land Surveyor’s 
Certificate of Correction to Plat is attached to these minutes as Attachment B. 
 

Recess & Reconvene 
At 10:26 a.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners recessed until 11:00 a.m, when Chairman Froemming declared the meeting 
reconvened to continue with scheduled agenda items. 
 

Planning Commission Recommendation 
Environmental Assessment Worksheet Needs Determination–“Walker Lake Preserve”: 
Land & Resource Director, Bill Kalar, stated that the Planning Commission met March 15, 
2006, for the purpose of conducting an EAW Needs Determination.  A negative declaration 
for the preparation of an EAW was recommended by the Planning Commission and copies of 
those minutes and findings were provided.  Mr. Kalar explained that the County previously 
received a petition from the EQB which set into motion the need to do an EAW Needs 
Determination.  He explained that the County Board options are either to agree with the 
Planning Commission recommendation or to decide that an EAW is necessary.  Once the 
decision is made, the rules require a Notice of Decision that must be sent to the EQB within 
five days of the decision.  Mr. Kalar felt that the Planning Commission did a thorough study 
and concluded that the items of concern can be mitigated by current rules and regulations in 
the Conditional Use Permit process.  He stated that 38 letters have been received; however, 
no communication was received from the DNR regarding the EAW process.  Commissioner, 
Bob Block, asked about a letter he received stating that the County used the wrong standards 
in the EAW process.  Assistant County Attorney, Michelle Eldien, stated that the EAW 
process has been in place prior to 1999, when the County Attorney’s office prepared a 
worksheet or process to help the Planning Commission in these matters because there 
needs to be a process in place where the decision is not arbitrary and capricious.  The 
process has worked well with the Planning Commission to give them a format to follow.   
Ms. Eldien felt the process used was based on the rules and the criteria the Planning 
Commission is supposed to use.  Discussion took place regarding the snow cover which 
prevented viewing of the site and the EAW and CUP process.  Motion by Froemming, second 
by Mosher, to make a negative declaration on the need for an EAW for the proposed cluster 
development of “Walker Lake Preserve”, as recommended by the Planning Commission.  
This motion is based on the identified concerns being mitigated through the Conditional Use 
Process and the Findings of Fact dated March 20, 2006 (Attachment C).  Chairman 
Froemming called for a roll call vote as follows: 
 Yea Nay 
 Commissioner Lee X 
 Commissioner Nelson X 
 Commissioner Block X 
 Commissioner Mosher X 
 Commissioner Froemming X 
Motion carried.  “Walker Lake Preserve” is located in Section 11 of Amor Township, Walker 
Lake (56-310). 
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2006 Natural Resources Block Grant 
Motion by Lee, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute the 2006 Natural Resources Block Grant Agreement between the State 
of Minnesota BWSR and the County of Otter Tail for the period of July 1, 2005 through  
June 30, 2007.  The grant amount for is $102,700.00. 
 

Approval of Final Plats 
Motion by Froemming, second by Lee, and carried with Mosher abstaining, to approve the 
Final Plat of Donald and Robin Magnusson known as “Mags Subdivision”, Section 28, 
Township 133, Range 39, Girard Township, West Battle Lake (56-239). 
 
Motion by Mosher, second by Block, and unanimously carried to approve the Final Plat of 
Olson Properties known as “Canterbury Sands First Addition” Section 28, Township 133, 
Range 40, Everts Township, Silver Lake (56-302). 
 

Blue Heron Bay Adequacy Decision 
Mr. Kalar reported that the Environmental Quality Board decided that the decision of 
adequacy for the EIS for Blue Heron Bay should remain with the County and denied the Dead 
Lake Association petition in the matter. 
 

Adjournment 
At 11:23 a.m., Chairman Froemming declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners adjourned until Tuesday, March 28, 2006. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________  
  Roger Froemming, Board of Commissioners Chair 
Attest:____________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk  

 
CB/kd 
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