
 
MINUTES OF THE 

OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Government Services Center, Commissioners’ Room 

500 Fir Avenue W., Fergus Falls, MN 
Tuesday, August 9, 2005 

9:30 a.m. 
 

 
Call to Order 

The Otter Tail County Human Services Board convened Tuesday, August 9, 2005, at  
9:32 a.m. at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Bob Block, Chair; Roger Froemming; Vice-Chair, Dennis Mosher, Malcolm Lee, and  
Syd Nelson present. 

 
Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Froemming, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services Board agenda of August 9, 2005, as mailed. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

Motion by Froemming, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services Board minutes of July 26, 2005, as mailed. 

 
Minnesota Senior Health Options Program 

Public Health Director, Diane Thorson, reported that Blue Cross Blue Shield has delivered 
packets to enroll individuals in the Minnesota Senior Health Options Program.  Blue Cross 
Blue Shield has contracted with Otter Tail County for the case management services.   
Ms. Thorson requested approval to fill a Public Health Nurse position to assist with this 
program.  Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve a Public 
Health Nurse position because of increased responsibilities with the Senior Health Options 
Program as contracted with Blue Cross Blue Shield of MN.  The position will be funded by 
BCBS through the terms of the contract. 
 
Ms. Thorson reported that discussions are continuing with Medica to contract to provide case 
management services for their clients for the MNSHO Program similar to what the County is 
doing with Blue Cross and Blue Shield.  The Human Services Director stated that these 
arrangements are joint ventures with three other counties. 
 

Out-of-Home Placement 
Court Services Director, Chuck Kitzman, provided handouts regarding out-of-home 
placement.  He reported that the number of days used, and consequently the cost, for  
out-of-home placement has significantly dropped in the first half of 2005 compared to the past 
couple of years. 
 

Agency Staff Meeting with DHS Commissioner 
Human Services Director, John Dinsmore, briefed the County Board on an Agency meeting 
Thursday, August 11, 2005, with the State Department of Human Services Commissioner 
Goodno.  He invited the Commissioners to attend and provided advance questions for 
consideration. 
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Human Services Contracts 
Motion by Mosher, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the following 
Purchase of Service Agreements, from July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2006, to provide 
residential services for the elderly and disabled with funding from State and Federal sources: 
 
 Rick & Diane Armstrong Residential Service/Home Plus/Foster Care Services 
 Fergus Falls, MN 
 
 Corey Synstelien Residential Service/Home Plus/Foster Care Services 
 Fergus Falls, MN 
 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve an Interagency 
Purchase of Service Agreement for the Special Education Program for children.  This 
agreement is effective from July 1, 2005, through June 30, 2006, between Lakeland Mental 
Health Center, Inc., Fergus Falls Special Education Cooperative #935, and the County of 
Otter Tail.  Amount of the contract is $133,433.00 with funding from Medical Assistance and 
Otter Tail County. 
 

Safety Net Redesign Discussion 
Human Services Director, John Dinsmore, provided a synopsis of chronological events 
regarding the development of a 16-Bed Psychiatric Inpatient Community Based Unit and 60-
Bed Chemical Dependency Inpatient Program and opened discussion.  He stated that the 
State Request for Proposal did not include Fergus Falls as a site for a 16-bed psychiatric unit 
because our community wanted more local control.  One concern is the delay in the  
Fergus Falls project in comparison to where other communities are with their 16-Bed 
Psychiatric Services projects.  Mr. Dinsmore provided cost figures at the Regional Treatment 
Center for inpatient psychiatric services, which have increased by 38% because there is a 
decrease in people using the inpatient services and increases in building maintenance costs.  
The County’s hold-order costs have increased significantly.  If a 16-Bed facility was available, 
County costs could be reduced.  RTC Regional Administrator, Doug Seiler, stated that this 
process has not moved forward as planned.  The initial target date to be out of the KirkBride 
building at the RTC grounds was January 1, 2005.  There are complexities in terms of moving 
forward and working on details.  There are ten (10) projects across the state from private 
hospitals acting as developers, new construction, and one remodel project.  The Wadena 
project has broken ground and is currently doing site preparation.  The Alexandria project is 
currently in the wall construction phase.  Mr. Seiler reported that, in Fergus Falls, there was 
trouble securing property.  Lakeland Mental Health Center also joined discussions part way 
through the process.  Attorney, Kent Mattson, stated that an agreement in principal and terms 
of lease will be presented to the City of Fergus Falls Port Authority to acquire land and begin 
construction.  The site is 3.2 acres “carved out” of existing farmland and is located at the 
intersection of Highway 15 and Highway 1.  The Fergus Falls Port Authority will be 
responsible for building and the City will lease back to the State on a long term basis, with an 
aggressive amortization schedule.  Target date for completion is May 1, 2006.  The next 
project will be a 50-60 bed Chemical Dependency inpatient and outpatient treatment facility.  
One issue with the CD project is financing.  City of Fergus Falls Administrator, Mark Sievert, 
reported that the City will also be bonding for the Catholic Charities project as well as the 16-
Bed MI facility, which pushes the City close to their debt limit.  The possibility for the CD 
project to be funded through the HRA and County was discussed.  LMHC Director, Clair 
Prody, reported that LMHC entered discussions regarding the possibility of owning and/or 
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managing the 16-Bed MI facility to open the future to deliver inpatient services.  The idea was 
not possible because of the lease process with the City.  Mr. Prody stated that LMHC will 
continue to be involved with the project and will continue discussions.  Commissioner Mosher 
questioned whether the State has adequately addressed the number of beds needed.   
 
Mr. Mattson stated that, in connection with what to do with the surplus campus at the RTC, 
discussion of the possibility of a Meth Treatment Plan at the Fergus Falls RTC location has 
occurred.  A facilities analysis is being completed by West Central Initiative, with the Meth 
Treatment needs of ten (10) counties to be studied.  This process will require cooperation 
between the State, City, County, & LMHC.  Senator Larson stated that with the Meth 
problem, this study with ten counties is very important.  If the study is complete by the next 
bonding session, this could be a major bonding issue.  Representative Nornes talked about 
the clinical studies that link together use of alcohol and use of drugs; therefore, he questioned 
why a separation of psychiatric treatment and chemical dependency facilities is proposed.   
Mr. Dinsmore responded that the separation is because of the way the services are funded 
and whether or not there is eligibility for reimbursement through Medical Assistance.  
Chairman Block thanked everyone for their involvement with the discussion and requested 
that an update regarding the 16-Bed MI facility be provided in 4 to 8 weeks. 
 

Child Support Program Update 
Human Services Supervisor, Brooks Andersen, provided a handout entitled “Child Support in 
Minnesota: facts and figures” and a year end 2004 handout with statistics specific to Otter 
Tail County. 
 

Bills & Claims 
Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the Human 
Services bills & claims as presented. 
 

Adjournment 
At 11:00 a.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Human 
Services Board adjourned until 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 23, 2005. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES BOARD  
  
 By:______________________________________ 
  Robert Block, Human Services Board Chair 
Attest:____________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk  

 
Call to Order 

The Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners convened Tuesday, August 9, 2005, at  
11:03 a.m. at the Otter Tail County Government Services Center with Commissioners  
Bob Block, Chair; Roger Froemming, Vice-Chair; Dennis Mosher, Malcolm Lee, and  
Syd Nelson present. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Froemming, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve the County 
Board agenda of August 9, 2005, with the following addition: 

1:15 p.m. – Personnel Meeting 
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Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the County 
Board minutes of August 2, 2005, as mailed. 
 

Approval to Pay Bills 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve payment of the 
County Board bills per Attachment A of these minutes. 
 

Highway Project Update 
Highway Engineer, Rick West, briefed the Board on current highway construction and design 
projects. 
 

CSAH 65, Rocky Ridge Rd, and Henning Garage Lot Project 
Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to reject all bids 
previously documented in the August 2, 2005, minutes, pertaining to S.A.P. 56-667-07 & Etc. 
and to authorize the Highway Engineer to re-advertise this work at a future date.  The low bid 
of $725,447.90 is 31.35% over the project cost estimate of $552,309.80.  The Henning 
Township Board also passed a motion at their regular meeting rejecting their portion of the 
project. 
 

Railroad Signal Resolution 
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2005 - 47 

Commissioner Nelson offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the County of Otter Tail enter into an agreement with the Soo Line 
Railroad Company (D/B/A/Canadian Pacific Railway Company) and the Commissioner of 
Transportation for the installation and maintenance of railroad flashing light signals with gates 
and constant warning circuitry at the intersection of 1st  Street (CSAH 14) with the tracks of 
the Soo Line Railroad Company in Richville, Otter Tail County, Minnesota, and appointing the 
Commissioner of Transportation agent for the County to supervise said project and 
administer available Federal Funds in accordance with Minnesota Statute, Section 161.36.  
The County’s share of the cost shall be 10 percent of the total cost. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Board Chair and County Board Clerk be and 
they are hereby authorized to execute said agreement and any amendments thereto for and 
on behalf of the County. 
 
Commissioner Froemming seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, was 
unanimously carried. 
 
Adopted and signed this 9th day of August, 2005. 

 
Dated:________________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________ 
  Robert Block, County Board Chair 
Attest:________________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk 
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Approval to Attend Seminar 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to authorize the Highway 
Engineer to attend the National Association of State and Local Transportation Officials 
Conference in Nashville, TN, authorized by MnDOT for four local officials to attend from the 
State of Minnesota.  This conference is paid for by MnDOT. 
 

Application for Exempt Permit 
Motion by Lee, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve, with no waiting 
period, the LG220 Application for Exempt Permit, as submitted by the Perham Ducks 
Unlimited #56, for an event scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 2005, at Playtime Sports 
Bar and Ballroom, Inc. 
 

Document Recording Fee 
Motion by Lee, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to authorize the County 
Auditor and the County Recorder to convene a working group of the land records related 
departments to discuss the compliance/unallocated portion of the document recording fee, 
which became effective July 1, 2005, and to submit to the County Board of Commissioners, 
for their consideration, recommendations for the use of the compliance/unallocated fee.  The 
motion further directed that Auditor, Wayne Stein, act as Chair of the committee. 
 

Post Employment Health Plans 
Motion by Nelson, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to establish a Special 
Revenue Fund for post employment obligations.  This fund is to be established by Human 
Services, Road & Bridge, and the General Fund contributing cash in the amount equal to 
their 12-31-04 obligation for those employee’s who are deemed most likely to require payouts 
in the next year by the County Auditor’s Financial Division as listed below: 
 Human Services Fund $221,809.00 
 Road & Bridge Fund $116,458.00 
 General Fund $518,207.00 
 Total $856,474.00 
Once established, the Post Employment Obligation Fund will reimburse the pertinent fund for 
post employment sick leave payouts made for terminating employees.  The Post Employment 
Obligation Fund will be reviewed on a yearly basis and will be funded either by levy or 
transfers from other Otter Tail County Governmental Funds. 
 

Recess & Reconvene 
At 11:52 a.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners recessed for a Building Committee meeting.  The meeting was reconvened at 
11:55 a.m. 
 

Final Payment 
Motion by Mosher, second by Nelson, and unanimously carried to authorize Final Payment, 
payable to Nova Fire Protection of Fargo, ND, in the amount of $2,711.60, for the 505 Court 
Street building, Project No. 0202-6. 
 

Architectural Agreement 
Motion by Lee, second by Block, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute an agreement between the County of Otter Tail and Shultz Torgerson 
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Architects, Ltd. for Sheriff Patrol Outpost and Courthouse Campus Planning and a 
Courthouse Facility Master Plan Update, in the amount of $25,000.00. 
 

Recess & Reconvene 
At 12:03 p.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners recessed for lunch break.  The meeting was reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Personnel Board of Appeals 

Motion by Froemming, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to reappoint Chuck Davis 
of Parkers Prairie to the Otter Tail County Personnel Board of Appeals for a three year term 
effective January 1, 2005. 
 

RESOLUTION DECLARING A STATE OF EMERGENCY 
Otter Tail County Resolution No. 2005 - 48 

Commissioner Lee offered the following and moved its adoption: 
 
WHEREAS, the Wind Storm of June 20, 2005, impacted the population of Otter Tail County 
and its cities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Wind Storm of June 20, 2005, has caused a significant amount of public 
property damage; and there is a significant amount of debris, clean up and recovery still 
remaining, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Otter Tail County Department of Emergency Management requests that the 
Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners declares Otter Tail County in a “STATE OF 
EMERGENCY” as a result of the extensive damage from the Wind Storm of June 20, 2005. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners 
declares Otter Tail County in a “STATE OF EMERGENCY” due to damaging conditions 
resulting from the Wind Storm of June 20, 2005. 
 
Commissioner Nelson seconded the motion, and upon being put to a vote, was unanimously 
carried. 
 
Dated:________________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________ 
  Robert Block, County Board Chair 
Attest:________________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk 
 

 

 
Approval of Reclassifications 

Motion by Lee, second by Mosher, and unanimously carried to approve the reclassifications 
of the Chief Deputy Treasurer, Administrative Deputy Treasurer, and Deputy Treasurer and 
the recommended grade increase from Grade 6 to Grade 8 for the Deputy Treasurer position 
(job #2505) effective March 1, 2005, as recommended by the Government Management 
Group. 
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Drug-Free Workplace Certification 
Motion by Nelson, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to approve the Chairman’s 
signature to execute the Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace with the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development for the Otter Tail County Small Cities Development Grant 
and Lead Hazard Control Grant. 
 

Dividend Reported 
County Coordinator, Larry Krohn, reported that the County has received a dividend from 
Minnesota Counties Insurance Trust for Worker’s Compensation, in the amount of 
$78,991.00, and Property/Casualty dividend, in the amount of $122,858.00. 
 

Labor Agreement Approved – Social Workers 
Motion by Mosher, second by Lee, and unanimously carried to authorize the Chairman’s 
signature to execute the Labor Agreement between the County of Otter Tail and Minnesota 
Teamsters Public and Law Enforcement Employees’ Union, Local No. 320, representing the 
Human Services Professional Unit.  The Collective Bargaining Agreement is effective from 
January 1, 2005, through December 31, 2007. 

 
Memorandum of Understanding 

Motion by Nelson, second by Froemming, and unanimously carried to approve the 
Memorandum of Understanding to the Sheriff’s Department contracts which authorizes the 
use of Holiday Pay, as referenced in Section 18.2 (C) during the year if approved by the 
employee’s supervisor. 
 

Closed to the Public 
At 1:14 p.m., Chairman Block declared the meeting of the Otter Tail County Board of 
Commissioners closed to the public to discuss pending litigation in a tax appeal matter with 
K-Mart as authorized by attorney-client privilege, Chapter 13D.05 Subd. 3b.  Present were all 
five seated Commissioners, the County Attorney, County Coordinator, County Assessor, and 
Board Secretary. 
 

Adjournment 
At 1:37 p.m., upon completion of the closed session, Chairman Block declared the meeting of 
the Otter Tail County Board of Commissioners adjourned until Tuesday, August 16, 2005. 
 
Dated:____________________ OTTER TAIL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  
 By:______________________________________ 
  Robert Block, County Board Chair 
Attest:____________________  
 Larry Krohn, Clerk  

 
CB/kd 
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